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my brother. It all goes back to him. Something always 
comes to me too...which of course is a sign. 

I was reminded recently while driving to Boston, of 
the rides my sister and I would take to visit Mike in 
Boston 16 years ago on November days and the songs 
that would become our soundtrack to life at the mo-
ment. We would rush to get there and never want to 
leave, for obvious reasons. 
And good old John Cougar 
Mellancamp strumming away 
would remind us that my 
brother was never alone and 
we do not want others to feel 
alone. 

Sometimes all you need to know and believe is that 
someone else cares. Everyone needs a hand to hold 
on to- literally and figuratively- and it is up to us to be 
those hands when people are fighting and have no one 
else to turn to for help. 

Patients and families count on us because we are able 
to count on you!

With much appreciation,

Christine E. Griffin

The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation was estab-
lished by the Flanagan family in 2002 in memory of 
this young man, who at the age of 19 was diagnosed 
with leukemia. Michael strived to live his life with 
courage, integrity and faith during his three and a 
half year struggle with leukemia which included two 
bone marrow transplants. He received the very best 
in medical and nursing care at both The Miriam Hos-
pital in Rhode Island and the Tufts Medical Center 
in Boston.

Bone Marrow transplant patients spend weeks and 
sometimes months in isolation while they struggle 
with complications and wait for their new immune 
system to develop. After witnessing Michael’s time 
in the hospital, his family decided to establish this 
foundation as a way to keep his memory alive and 
to support other patients facing the same difficult 
journey.  It is the mission of the Foundation to pro-
vide comfort to these patients and their families 
during this very challenging time.

The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. Find out more at mikes-
foundation.com.

Dear Friends,

As we look back on 2016 and 2017, we thank you for 
all you have done to help the MHFF fulfill our mission.

Through your support, we are able to touch families 
experiencing challenges that are overwhelming and 
stressful as they encounter the physical, emotional 
and financial struggles that come with a diagnosis of 
leukemia and bone marrow transplants. 

On behalf of the MHFF and those we help, thank you for 
your continued generosity. We could not do it without 
you. Our 2016 Benefit raised funds exceeding $38,000. 
This year is our non-event year which we replace with 
an  armchair campaign. The details are in this newslet-
ter. Thank you in advance for any generosity you may 
offer as it is that which allows us to continue our work. 
We will look forward to seeing you at our 2018 Benefit 
…stay tuned for information!

In this particular newsletter I am proud to share two 
beautiful notes from patients. I also wanted to share 
part of my remarks from 2016 Benefit as they still stick 
with me today. Sadly, so many situations in our world 
are in need of extra hands and any support you are 
able to share will do some good, somewhere. 

In closing, I always feel it is appropriate to share a 
thought or a lyric to a song as a way to give props to 
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Eve ryone j u st n eed s a  

hand to hold onto.

The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation 
Newsletter Fall  2017 |  Volume 15 
In this Issue:
• 2016-2017 Happenings 
• Letters from Patients 
• 2016-2017 Blessings 
• Thank You’s & Sponsors
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chael’s name. Nurses are the backbone of our health-
care system and furthering education is essential and 
often very expensive. We are proud to establish The 
MHFF Educational Advancement Fund. This fund will 
be awarded to an RN/BSN who has gone above and 
beyond when providing patient care in the area of On-
cology. The recipient, who must have also shown ex-
cellence in patient safety and clinical skills, will receive 
$500 to use toward furthering their education in the 
field of Oncology.

The 2016 Miriam 
Hospital award 
winners: Michelle 
Moreau and Jessi-
ca Corrente  (5th 
and 6th from left)

Tufts Medical  
Center winner: 

Keisha Mungal  
(in blue)

The 2017 Miriam 
Hospital award 
winners: Caroline 
Kinney, Bethany 
Cunningham,  
Ashley Chartier 
and Dustin Wilcox

Tufts Medical  
Center award 

winners: Kathleen 
Coughlin,  

Emily Riley and 
Lindsay Holland
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feet for defeat raises over $5300
Grace Adamson, Bar-
rington High School class 
of 2016, created a fund-
raising platform in which 
the MHFF was the benefi-
ciary and partner. Grace 
had been affected by leu-
kemia as her mom, Su-
san, was diagnosed when 
Grace was a junior in high 
school. Through Susan’s 
time at Rhode Island Hospital, their family learned 
about our foundation upon receipt of a Comfort Bag 
and by spending time in the family room on 8B, a ren-
ovation we are proud of. They spent many hours in 

there as well including Thanksgiving Day. Grace creat-
ed a Walk Event that took place on the beautiful starry 
evening of December 3, 2015. She had sponsors from 
the community, balloons, t-shirts for participants, hot 
chocolate, cookies, a raffle and a speaking program 
where facts about leukemia were broadcast while 
people walked laps with great spirit. We were proud to 
partner with Grace and MHFF Director, Christine Grif-
fin, enjoyed the mentor experience as it not only al-
lowed her to work with Grace but also spread the word 
about how the foundation is such a valuable resource. 
Our goal is to provide comfort, in the many forms it 
can be. Grace is a sophomore at Simmons College pur-
suing Nursing and we wish her the best of luck! 

2016 & 2017 MhFF education  
advancement Fund & Recipients

In 2016, we were proud to honor our First Education 
Advancement Fund Recipients. The Flanagan fami-
ly was so pleased by the care Michael received from 
the nurses at The Miriam Hospital and Tufts Medical 
Center that they decided to establish a fund in Mi-

W h at  h av e  W e  b e e n  u p  t o ?

It has been a busy 18 months and the MHFF has much to share! Stay-
ing ever true to our mission of providing comfort to leukemia and bone 
marrow transplant patients and their families in the New England and 
beyond, here is what we are proud to share with you, our supporters.

 Grace Adamson and her Mother
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Flatbread Company benefit  
nights in providence, Ri

We are thrilled to share that we had our 3rd and 4th 
Pizza-Filled Fun-Tastic nights at Flatbread Pizza in 
Providence RI. On November 24, 2015 and January 24, 
2017  we were able to raise our goal of funding sever-
al grants by receiving a portion of the proceeds from 
all pizzas sold that evening and also raffle tickets for 
packages filled with books, wine, Flatbread gift cards 
and more! Thank you to those who dined in or carried 
out for joining our efforts! 

an evening of thanks & giving 
2016 raises over $38,000!

In addition to the many patients and families we as-
sisted with Comfort Bags and grants, we were busy 
planning our Evening of Thanks & Giving to raise funds 
to continue our efforts.The event took place on No-
vember 18th at Rhode Island Country Club.  

Top Ten facts about 2016 Fall Benefit:
1. One great event on Friday, November 18th at RI Country 

Club, enjoying festive food stations and music by Fat 
Free Bob.

2. 220 family and friends come together for a special cause 
to create an evening of wonderful energy.

3. 3 rooms of incredible decorations created by Crafters of 
Barrington to illuminate the night and carry the theme 
of Thanks & Giving throughout the space.

4. Multiple cases of wine generously donated by Mark Gas-
barro of Gasbarro Wines of Providence. Thank you!

5. Japanese lanterns were lit by candles and set off into 
the night sky in honor or in memory of many guests.

6. Thoughtful remarks of thanks by first EAF award recipi-
ent.

7. Most exciting Silent Auction yet due to amazing donors!  
8. $8400 raised through Silent Auction and Raffle
9. $12,000 donated by generous sponsors
10. $38,000+ raised to further our mission and help pa-

tients and families. Thank you!!

Love Your Melon... 
we sure do! 

Love Your Melon is an apparel brand 
dedicated to giving a hat to every 
child battling cancer in America as 
well as supporting nonprofit orga-
nizations who lead the fight against 
pediatric cancer. We are proud to be 

one of their partner organizations and put one of their 
hats in every Comfort Bag we make. 

Check out www.loveyourmelon.org for more informa-
tion. 

Comfort bags upon admission
Each time a newly diagnosed leukemia patient is ad-
mitted to begin their treatment they receive a MHFF 
Comfort Bag. Our population that we serve is 18 + 
however we customize for pediatrics whenever we are 
asked. We reached our 15 year mark this May! We are 
proud to report that over 1300 Bags have been opened 
and those lives made a little more comfortable while 
undergoing treatment. We have added adult coloring 
books ,colored pencils and  Queasy pop lollipops and 
are always researching new ideas, products and po-
tential donations. Let us know if you come across a 
possibility!
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February 24, 2016
Please excuse me for not getting back to you faster. 
Guess they cause the condition “Chemo Brain”; I have 
been very slow at responding to anything. February 
9th was my transplant day. Things went well, no mat-
ter I wanted to let them go well. So I put my care and 
will into Gods hands. That seems to work better letting 
him drive while I sit in the rear seat. When I received 
your package and check it made me cry. I wasn’t ex-
pecting that from anyone. You have no idea what that 
check means to me paying my monthly insurance pay-
ment. (Thank you-so very much!)The gift package was 
great. My family and I went through it 2-3 times. The 
gifts were purpose for the person (me). Spent a lot of 
time doing the coloring book, will send you a few pic-
tures. Want to send you the very best ones.

Like your model Courage, (Strength- I added this one)  
Integrity and Faith. You have enhanced this patients 
goal and enhanced my quality of life. Your foundation 
is both awesome and incredible.

Thank you again from the bottom of my heart. Your 
gift will help me in this difficult time.

 Sincerely, 
James J. Soukup

Sadly James lost his battle and we were so sorry to hear 
that after we received this beautiful letter of thanks and 

appreciation. I thought it was important to share this letter 
with all of you as that is truly who the letter is meant for. 

april 19, 2017
I just wanted to say thank you. When I was 20, I was 
diagnosed with leukemia. Stuck in a hospital room for 
forty days, it was lonely and trying and painful. The 
treatments that followed my release were just as ex-
haustive.

While I was inpatient, I received a care package from 
the Michael H. Flanagan Foundation. It was an import-
ant gesture that I can’t express the value of. Essential 
creature comforts that meant so much to me. When I 
was in an environment that was so sterile and lacking 
privacy to the point of becoming alienated from my 
own experiences. These comforts grounded me. I re-
member them well. I still use the hat I received. I filled 
up the notebook I was given. There was a turtle filled 
with sand, a little toy that even at 20 years old was a 
grounding anchor to what I was going through. I still 
have it. It still means the world to me. 

Thank you for giving me physical comfort when I was 
at my most uncomfortable. Thank you for the foothold 
to emotional recovery. Thank you for everything you 
do. I’m now 22 and cancer free. But this Foundation 
holds a special place in my heart, and always will. 

Thank you, 
S. Marshall

a kind thank you to all of our  
loving and generous supporters!

Our work at the Michael H. Flanagen foundation can 
only thrive with the help and support of our friends, 
family, and generous supporters. Without your deter-
mination to pass along support, our work would not 
be possible!

Thank you for your generous support. We raised 
over $38,000 from our Fall Benefit and various do-
nations throughout the year. This list includes gifts 
received and processed between January 2016 and 
press time. Gifts received after will be included in 
next year’s listing. Great care has been taken to en-
sure accuracy of all names. If an error has been made, 
please let us know by calling 401-369-1740 or email  
christinegriffin@cox.net and accept our sincere apol-
ogies.

• Thank you to Barrington High School senior, Aly Vetromile, 
for her many hours of volunteer work with data entry, 
correspondence, creativity and organization assistance. We 
wish her luck on her adventures in college!

• Thank you to Jennifer Grady of RI BloodCenter for fre-
quently updating our DVD collections for our patients by 
collecting from her co-workers.

• Thank you to Alex Giannakos who is our website and 
all-things-technological expert and does all of this from Ice-
land where he is working as a graphic designer and north-
ern lights guide. 

• Thank you to Bob Tomassone, aka Fat Free Bob, for pro-
viding complimentary and awesome music at our benefits 
every year! 

• Thank you to Karin Medeiros who recently stepped down 
from our Board of Directors. Karin has moved to North 
Carolina and will be greatly missed as she was a leukemia 
survivor who provided a valuable perspective as she knew 
the process our patients are experiencing first hand.  She is 
a warm, enthusiastic, thoughtful and reliable individual and 
we will miss her!!

• Thank you to Mark Gasbarro of Gasbarro Wine’s of Provi-
dence for his donation of wine for our benefit. His generosi-
ty and amazing selections are truly appreciated.

thank you to the following  
individuals for their thoughtful 

donations in Memory  
of loved ones.
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Carrie Carbone 
Scott Colley &  
Heather Carbone Brassell

Michael & Kathleen Flanagan 
Agnes Schrag 
Kathleen Brannon 
Louis Larsen 
Evelyn LeDoux 
Rose Masciarelli

Kelly & Steve Stratman 
Jack McFarland

Mary Swidey 
Sam Swidey 
 

Ronda Warrener 
in honor of Stephanie Sanford

Erika Merritt & Q2
Patricia Holloway
Peggy Sponza
Walter & Lisa Sarnowski 

James Soukup
Dino Fiscaletti and Family
Lincoln Country Club Board of 

Directors 
Betty Fiscaletti

Family of Martha Cabral 
in memory of Martha Cabral
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Aces Physical Therapy
Mrs. Gertrud Aguiar Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Angelone
Mr. & Mrs. David Appolonia
Avery Smith Insurance
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Ballou
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Barton
Mr. & Mrs. James Belliveau
Mr. & Mrs. John Berkery
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Bertoncini
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bigelow
Ms. Mary Ellen Blass
Mr. & Mrs. David Boland III
Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Borges
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Borges
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Bosworth
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Brannon
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Broomhead
Ms. Lisa Browning
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Brum
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bushell
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Capaldo
Capital Building & Design
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Carolan
Ms. Patricia A. Chapman
Dr. Mark Patrick & Meg Clurman
Mr. & Mrs. John Coblentz
Dr. Nathan Connell
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Connelly
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Connor
Dr. & Mrs. James Conway
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Conway
Mr. & Mrs. James Coogan
Mr. & Mrs. Adrew Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Davis
Mr. Maury Davitt
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce A. Demoranville
Mr. & Mrs. Richard DeRienzo
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Dimeo
Mr. & Mrs. Al DiNapoli
Mr. & Mrs. Al Dobron
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Doherty
Mark Sargent & Kitty Douglas
Ms. Linda Duarte
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ducharme
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Durkin
Eats Restaurant
Kevin & Susan Farley
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Farnham
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Fawcett

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fiorillo
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fischer
Mrs. Cynthia Flanagan
Flatbread Pizza Co. 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Foley
Foundry Sports Medicine & Fitness
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Frissell
Mr. & Mrs. James Garland
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Gemma
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gemma
Estate of Rev. Richard Gendreau
Ann Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Glendinning
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Manny Goncalves
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Goyette
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Grace
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Gregory
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey F. Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Philip D. Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Griffin
Kate Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. William Grossman
Mr. & Mrs. John Hage
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Hamblett
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Hamblett
Dr. & Mrs. Colin Harrington
Mr. Steve Healy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Healy
Ms. Katherine Healy
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Healy
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Herklotz
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Herreid
Ms. Kathy Higginbotham
Ms. Claire Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Iserson
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Kegelman
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Kirk
Dr. & Mrs. Andreas Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Kupperman
Mr. Larry Ladonisi
Mr. & Mrs. Bolt Lamotte
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Larsen
Mrs. Louis Larsen
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Laurinec
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Lea
Dr. & Mrs. James Leffers
Mr. & Mrs. Parish Lentz
Mr. Jeffrey Lewis

Ms. Pamela Lewis
Dr. & Mrs. Justin Loew
Patricia Lucy
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Lund
Mr. Theodore Luther
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Macaulay
Ms. Helen Macdonald
Mr. & Mrs. David Maher
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Mahoney
Mr. & Mrs. David Malkin
Ms. Lucia Marcille
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marra
Mr. & Mrs. Mark McAndrew
Mr. & Mrs. John McAniff Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Tim McCahan
Mr. & Mrs. Dan McConaghy
Ms. Susan McFarland
Mr. & Mrs. Charles McGair
Mr. & Mrs. Kieran Mcglynn
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick McKenna
Mr. & Mrs. John McMahon
Mr. & Mrs. Peter McMahon
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis H. McNamara
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McQuade
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Medeiros
Ms. Lydia Medeiros
Mr. & Mrs. John Meehan
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Meikle
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Mello
Dr. Kenneth Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Mulligan
Phyllis Munstis
Mr. Guy Murgo
Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Nolan
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Odjakjian
Mr. & Mrs. Shaun O’Hearn
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Orsi
Orthopedics RI Inc.
Mr.& Mrs. Nathan Ouellette
Mrs. Bernard J. Ouellette
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Ouhrabka
Mr. & Mrs. John Palmieri
Mr. & Mrs. Panarello
Mr. & Mrs. George Panichas
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Parks
Ms. Diane Passantino

Mr. & Mrs. James Pereira
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Pfeffer
Mr. & Mrs. David Piccerelli
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Piccerelli
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Ramsden
Dr. & Mrs. John Regan
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Reidy
Mrs. Nina Robertson
Elizabeth Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. William Roland
Mr. & Mrs. James Roy
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Ruhl
Ms. Donna M. Sachs
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Scanlon
Estate of Nan Schragg
Ms. Bianca Scola & Kevin Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Scrivo
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Seery
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Shields
Dr.& Mrs. William Sikov
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Silversten
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Sinisgallli
Virginia Soutter
Dr. Kellie Sprague
Mrs. Patricia Stahly
Dr. & Mrs. Mike Stanchina
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Stanzos
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Steckler
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Studley
Mrs. Mary Swidey
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Jennifer Syme
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Tansey
Mrs. Vivian Tavares
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Tortolani
Mrs. Gerard N. Tremblay
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Turner
Mr. & Mrs. James Veglas
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Veglas
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vetromile
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Vezina
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Voccola
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Volpe
Mr. & Mrs. William Wall
Dr. & Mrs. Nick Ward
Mr. & Mrs. William West
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph White
Mr. & Mrs. Rian Wilkenson
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Zambarano
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Many thanks to our generous
sponsors for helping us make

this evening possible!
goLD sponsoRs

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Patton

siLveR sponsoRs
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Flanagan 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Griffin

bRonze sponsoRs
Dr. & Mrs. Curt Beckwith 
Mr. & Mrs. Habib Gorgi 
The McDermott Family 

Diane Fournaris & Joseph Orlando 
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Ollerhead 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ramsden 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Salem
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The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization

To donate, please visit our website at: www.mikesfoundation.com or contact us at P.O. Box 708, Barrington RI 02806
To inquire about financial assistance available through our grant program, please contact your social worker.
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PermiT #4P.O. Box 708, Barrington RI 02806

Christine Griffin, Director
Diane Ballou
Tyler Borges
Nathan Connell, MD
Kirsten Davis
Kathleen Flanagan
Kate Lentz
Elizabeth Lisle
John Meehan
Barry Mello
Laura Ramsden
Elizabeth Vetromile

Honorary Members
Michael L. Flanagan
Katie Larsen
Lara Murphy

TufTs Medical cenTer, BosTon
Judith Kahn, LICSW  

Oncology Social Worker
Kenneth Miller, MD
Julie Sherman, RN Nurse Manager
Jaime Zayka, BSN, RN
Danilel Maclellan, BSN, RN
Lindsey Anderson
Mary Fitzgerald, Chaplain
Mark Diethelm
Theresa Fogaren

rhode island hospiTal
James Butera, MD
Susan Garland, LICSW  

Oncology Social Worker
Courtney McGair, LICSW Onc.SW
Diane Passantino, LICSW  

Oncology Social Worker
Sarah Abrahamson, RN
Assistant Clinical Manager  

Inpatient Oncology
Kenneth Bishop MD PhD
Stephanie Cardarella MD 

 
 

The MiriaM hospiTal
William Sikov, MD
Susan Korber, MS RN OCN,  

Administrative Director of Compre-
hensive, Cancer Center

Kathy Higginbotham, LICSW  
Oncology Clinical Social Worker

Holly Ann Palermo, Chief Development 
Officer, Miriam Hospital Foundation

The leukeMia & lyMphoMa  
socieTy of rhode island

Sharon Klein, Executive Director
Gayle Bagley, Patient Access Manager

The floaTing hospiTal for  
children, BosTon

Chris Joliffe, LCSW  
Pediatric Oncology Social Worker
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