
F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 D

IR
E

C
TO

R Dear Friends,

Here is our newsletter to share with you all that the 
MHFF has accomplished this past year to ful�ll our 
mission of providing comfort. For close to 14 years, we 
have been a part of patients’ lives and each year we 
are �lled with gratitude for this opportunity we 
treasure. Our years of service to leukemia and bone 
marrow transplant patients and families is only 
possible because of your unwavering support.   

Our November 2014 bene�t raised funds exceeding 
$34,000 – a new record! A video produced by board 
members, Diane Ballou and Kirsten Davis gave all who

attended a peek into all that we do. They say pictures 
are worth a thousand words so you can imagine the 
e�ect that a video has…check it out to see for your-
self!

MFF Video 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKLUMucf9Po 

Thank you for your tremendous and consistent 
support. Patients and families can count on us 
because we are able to count on you!

With much appreciation,

Christine E. Gri�n

       The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation was 
established by the Flanagan family in 2002 in 
memory of this young man, who at the age of 
19 was diagnosed with leukemia. Michael 
strived to live his life with courage, integrity 
and faith during his three and a half year 
struggle with leukemia which included two 
bone marrow transplants. He received the very 
best in medical and nursing care at both The 
Miriam Hospital in Rhode Island and the Tufts 
Medical Center in Boston.
       Bone marrow transplant patients spend 
weeks and sometimes months in isolation 
while they struggle with complications and 
wait for their new immune system to develop. 
After witnessing Michael’s time in the hospital, 
his family decided to establish this foundation 
as a way to keep his memory alive and to 
support other patients facing the same 
di�cult journey.  It is the mission of the Foun-
dation to provide comfort to these patients 
and their families during this very challenging 
time.
       The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation is a 501 
(c) (3) charitable organization. Find out more 
at mikesfoundation.com.
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As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands, 
one for helping yourself, the other for helping others. -Audrey Hepburn

newsletter
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Love Your Melon Partnership
We LOVE that we can put these in our Comfort Bags! 
Thank you for this incredible donation. We’re proud to 
be the recipiants of their “Buy-One-Donate-One” 
program. Check out their story. Love Your Melon is a 
buy one give one 501(c)3 non-profit dedicated to 
improving the lives of children battling cancer.
loveyourmelon.com

When Your Life is touched by Cancer by Bob Riter
I wrote the book to help people have conversations about cancer with their doctors and with their caregivers. 
Sometimes, cancer is a big elephant in the room and people just don't know how to talk about it. 

“The writing distills the author's personal experiences as a cancer survivor who, as the director of a cancer 
resource center, has also listened to hundreds of other survivors tell their stories. The book is stripped bare 
of thudding statistics and academic jargon, situating us in the realm of everyday language where most of us 
actually live. And it captures the reality of a complex and varied illness experience with compassionate good 
humor.”

-Dr. Kate Scannell, Bay Area News Group.
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2014
2015 

Cancer Survivor Day
MHFF had a table at Lifespan Compre-
hensive Cancer Center’s Cancer Survivor 
Day. This was held at the Roger Willam’s 
Casino. We learned about the values of 
olive oil and will be presenting a lunch and 
learn workshop with Dr. Mary Flynn this 
winter. We also heard from author Bob 
Riter and have begun to use his book as a 
resource to share with families. 

Tufts Medical Center
Looking out our Family Room 
window at Tufts Medical Center 
to a sunny Boston Sky! It has 
been a comfortable spot for a 
Hematology/Oncology Caregiv-
ers Group on Fridays...an hour of 
conversation, support and lunch 
for families and friends of 
patients on the Oncology Floor.

Ronald McDonald House Dinners and MHFF BOD
We have had 2 opportunities to provide dinner at the house with family members from our 
Board and it has been a wonderful experience…one we will continue! There are many 
opportunities available all the time at RMH, so please visit their website if you are 
interested in helping such a great organization. 

What is the Ronald McDonald House?
Each year over 250 families stay at the Ronald McDonald House of Providence and an 
additional 1,200 enjoy the comforts of the Family Room. They support families with 
children from birth to 21 years old who are hospitalized or receive major medical treat-
ment at nearby hospitals.

The Ronald McDonald House of Providence provides programs that directly improve 
the health and well-being of hospitalized children and their families. Their programs 
allow families to spend additional time with a sick child, help ease financial burdens, 
provide a sense of normalcy and keep families together during times of medical crisis.

Pictured above is Karin, one of our 3 Board 
members who also happen to be cancer survivors. 



These blessings to others were a direct result of your 
support. 

...Thank You!
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What goes into a MHFF Comfort Bag?

*When customized there are often CD players, toys, iTunes cards, t-shirts, PJ’s, movies and other items added as well.
They are shipped all over the country upon request. 
Currently they are stocked at Tufts Medical Center, Boston, Rhode Island Hospital and Miriam Hospital. 
Over 80 Comfort Bags distributed to patients at Tufts Medical Center, Boston, Rhode Island Hospital, The Miriam 
Hospital, Mass General, and 16 requests for CB’s that we shipped to Cancer Centers in California, New York, Ohio and 
Maryland. We were also happy to customize a few for some pediatric patients.

• Custom made canvas bag
• Gentle skin wipes
• Soft toilet tissue
• Dove unscented soap
• Soft Kleenex 
• Chapstick
• Ava Anderson Non Toxic baby lotion
• Gel eye mask, can be used cold or hot
• Journal with pen
• Light read, currently using A Teaspoon of Courage
• CleanRest sealed pillow and small blanket

• Playing cards
• Banagrams
• Puzzle
• Stress ball
• Soft, colorful Gecko companion
• Turtle Fur fleece cap
• Soft toothbrush
• Queasy Drops hard candy
• MHFF Brochure
• Calming Tea

Equipment for Patients, Thanks to Your Support!
This year MHFF provided 5 exercise peddlers to complete North 8’s request 
for a set in each patients’ room, 4 mini refrigerators for patients’ rooms, a 
Playstation 4 for RI Hospital’s Oncology unit, 8 massage chairs going to 
Miriam Hospital, RI Hospital, Hasbro Children’s Hospital, Newport Hospital, 
and East Greenwich Cancer Center. 
Holiday Events this past winter included funding toiletry bags for patients on 
the oncology floor at RI Hospital after a suggestion from the nurses that it is a 
treat for patients to have nice shampoo, soap and lotions as opposed to the 
hospital supply. We couldn't agree more as many of those items are in our 
comfort Bags for leukemia and BMT patients. Miriam patients were given gift 
cards to Target or Walmart if they were to be in hospital over the holiday and 
wanted to be able to share holiday cheer with their families and be able to buy  
their children  or significant other a small gift. Tufts patients on North 8 BMT 
floor received  a cozy hat and gloves on Christmas morning. 

Flat Bread Company Providence 
November 24th, 2015 
Mark your calendars…Thanksgiving week… before 
Turkey time, take a pizza break on Tuesday 
November 24th at Flatbread Company Provi-
dence ! A portion of all pizza sales that evening will 
go to MHFF. There will be a ra�e and lots of fun!

Ra�e Donors
Grapes & Grains
Billy’s Restaurant 
Keel Vodka
Gil’s Television & Appliances

Silent Auction Donors
Pam Freeman
Ainsley & Chase
Hollis on the Avenue
Ann Seery
IE Cycle
Christen & Judd Katzen
East Bay Strength & Conditioning
Andrew DiOrio
Laura & Peter Ramsden
Foley Fish
Stella & Dot
Laurie Farnham
RI Philharmonic
Christine Manory Photography
Moses Brown RISE Camp
Rhody Surf
Katy West
Susan Broomhead
Chickabrooms
Alayne White Spa

Lisa Mackey
Peter Jenkins 
Saltwater Edge
Brad & Dory Faxon
Chelia & Giovanni Cicione
Brickyard Spirits
Mona Egan
Paul He�ernan 
New Balance
Heidi Piccerelli
NESN
Felicia Bishop
Hwang Bishop Designs
Diane Stratton Ballou
Susanna & Curt Beckwith
Ann Hood
Geo�rey & Karolyn Grainger
Grainger Pottery
Pam & David Maher
Cheryl Perry

Naomi Ouellette
Sandra McAndrew
Creative Chica, Jennifer Rolfsema
Jeanne  & Jim Le�ers
Taco White Family Foundation
Diane Tine
Anchored Heart
Leon’s Kitchen Works
Chris & ME Patton
Christine & Steve Gri�n
Carnegie Abbey
Steve Healy
Gail & Doug Ollerhead 
Somerset Liquors
Mike & Kathy Flanagan
Kay Healy
Dawn Tripp
Grapes & Grains

Look for us on Facebook &
Follow us on Instagram
MICHAEL_H_FLANAGAN_FOUNDATION



Thank you for your generous support. We raised over $35,000 from our Fall Bene�t and various donations 
throughout the year. This list includes gifts received and processed between August 1, 2014 and press time. 
Gifts received after will be included in next year’s listing. Great care has been taken to ensure accuracy of all 
names. If an error has been made, please let us know by calling 401-369-1740 or email 
christinegri�n@cox.net and accept our sincere apologies. 
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Thank Y� �
 �r S�ns�s

WE THANK YOU!

Many thanks to our generous 
sponsors for helping us make this 
evening possible!
• Susanna & Curt Beckwith
• Kim & Brad Dimeo
• Elizabeth & Michael Perik
• Kitty Douglas & Mark Sargent
• Caroline & Steve Tortolani
• Chris & Mary Elleen Patton
• Paul & Navyn Salem

In Mem�y of...

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Abadi 
Aces Physical Therapy 
Mrs. Gertrud Aguiar Jr.
Altrui Bros. Truck Sales 
Mr. and Mrs.  Jason Amendolara 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Amoroso 
Mr. Je�rey Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey  Anderson
Maureen Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve  Angelone 
Mr. and Mrs. William Antunes 
Mr. and Mrs. David  Appolonia 
Mr. and Mrs. David  Asci 
Mr. and Mrs. John Auber 
Jane Newbert Avila
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Ballou 
Mr. and Mrs. Je� Barton 
Dr. and Mrs. Curt Beckwith 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Berkery 
Mr. and Mrs. Mars Bishop 
Ms. Mary Ellen Blass 
Mr. and Mrs. David Boland III 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Borges 
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler  Borges 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Bosworth 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick  Brannon 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph  Brum 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bushell 
Drs. James Butera & Marie Nowek
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Canning 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd  Cantor 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Capaldo 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Carolan 
Ms. Joan Carroll 
Ms. Carolyn Casey 
Mr. and Mrs. James Celico 
Ms. Patricia A. Chapman 
Mr. and Mrs. Gio Cicione 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Clegg 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Coblentz 
Dr. Nathan Connell 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Connelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Connor 
Dr. and Mrs.  James Conway 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Conway 
Mr. and Mrs. James Coogan 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill  Courville 
CVS Caremark Classic
Dena  Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald DeFeo 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A.  Demoranville 
Ms. Laura Denoncour 
Mr. and Mrs.  Richard  DeRienzo 
Mr. and Mrs. William Dessel 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Devine Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs.  Brad Dimeo 
Mr. & Mrs. Al DiNapoli
Mr. and Mrs. David Dobbs 
Mr. and Mrs. Al  Dobron 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Doherty
Mr. Mark Sargent & Kitty Douglas 
Drs. Calin & Andrea Drimbarean 
Ms. Linda Duarte 

Dr. and Mrs. Greg Dubel 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Farnham 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew  Faulkner 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fawcett 
Mr. and Mrs.  Je� Finan 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fiorillo 
Mrs. Cynthia Flanagan 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flanagan 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Foley 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Freeman 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Frissell 
Fund for Community Progress 
Ms. Pamela Roberson & Chris Gagliano 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Ga�ney 
Mr. and Mrs. James Garland 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gemma 
Ms. Ann Gillespie & Peter Herne
Mr. and Mrs. James  Gilroy 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary  Goldberg 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Grace 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Gregory 
Ms. Amy Gunther Gribbel 
Mr. and Mrs. Je�rey F. Gri�n 
Mr. and Mrs.  Michael Gri�n 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Gri�n 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D.  Gri�n 
Mr. and Mrs. William Grossman 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gunn 
Rabbi Leslie Gutterman 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Hamblett 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Handley 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hansen 
Dr. and Mrs. Colin  Harrington 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul  Healy 
Ms. Katherine Healy 
Ms. Alexandra  Healy 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Healy 
Mr. and Mrs.  Frank  Hearn 
Mr. and Mrs.  David  Heimbecker 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Herklotz 
Ms. Kathy Higginbotham 
Mr. Larry Iadonisi 
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Ide 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Iserson 
Mr. and Mrs.  Jay Jarret 
Dr. and Mrs. Bryan Jay 
Mr. & Mrs. Ohsang Kwon & Alice Kang 
Mr. Henry Kates 
Mr. and Mrs. Judd Katzen 
Mr. and Mrs. George Kelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Kirk 
Dr. and Mrs. Andreas Klein 
Ms. Susan Korber 
Mr. and Mrs. David Kranowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lamere 
Mr. and Mrs. Bolt  Lamotte 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Larsen 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis  Larsen 
Dr. and Mrs.  James Le�ers 
Mr. and Mrs. Parish Lentz 
Dr. Gary L'Europa 
Mrs. Pamela Lewis 
Mr. Je�rey Lewis 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lisle 
Mr. and Mrs. James Lombardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard  Lucy 
Mr. and Mrs.  John C. Lund 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Macaulay 
Ms. Helen Macdonald 
Mr. and Mrs. David  Maher 
Mr. and Mrs.  Mike Mahoney 
Ms. Lucia Marcille 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marra 
Sandra McAndrew 
Mr. and Mrs. John  McAni� Jr 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J.  McCann 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan  McConaghy 
Dr. and Mrs.  Chris McDermott 
Ms. Susan McFarland 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McGair 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd  McGarry 
Mr. and Mrs. Kieran Mcglynn 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McKenna 
Mr. and Mrs.  John McMahon 
Mr. and Mrs.  Peter McMahon 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. McNamara 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel McQuade 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim McQueary 
Mr. and Mrs. John L.  Medeiros 
Ms. Karin Medeiros-Luther 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Meehan 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob  Meikle 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry  Mello 
Dr. Kenneth Miller, M.D.  
Mr. and Mrs. Paul   Mitchell 
Mr. and Mrs. James Morrison 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig  Mulligan 
Ms Robin Mulligan 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom  Murphy 
Ms. Jane Newbert Avila 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim  Nolan 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter  O'Connell 
Chris O’Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Shaun O'Hearn 
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Ollerhead 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Orsi 
Mr. and Mrs.  Bernard J. Ouellette 
Mr.and Mrs. Nathan Ouellette 
Mr. & Mrs.Christopher Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Parker 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Parks 
Ms. Diane Passantino 
Mr. and Mrs. James Pereira 
Dr. Kimberly Perez & Liam Kenny
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Perik 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Pfe�er 
Mr. and Mrs. David Piccerelli 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill  Piccerelli 
Kelly O’Brien Plante
Ms. Tammy Ponte 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rayden 
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Read 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Reed 
Ms. Eva  Regal Henry Skinner
Ms. Liya Regal 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Reidy 
Mr. & Mrs. Ian & Jane Ritson-Parson 
Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Rizzuto 
Dr. and Mrs.  Alex  Robertson 
Mr. and Mrs.  William Roland 
Mr. and Mrs.  James Roy 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Ruhl 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul  Salem 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim  Scanlon 
Ms. Nan Schrag 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen  Seery 
Mr. and Mrs. Je�rey Shapiro 
Dr.and Mrs. William Sikov 
Mr. and Mrs.  Doug Silversten 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard  Sinisgallli 
Mrs.  Virginia Soutter 
Dr. Kellie Sprague 
Mrs. Patricia Stahly 
Mrs. Patricia Stahly 
Dr. and Mrs. Mike Stanchina 
Mr. and Mrs. Matt  Steckler 
Mr. and Mrs.  Raymond Studley 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Sullivan 
Mr. and Mrs.  Patrick Sullivan 
Mr. and Mrs.  Frederick Sundin   
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sylvester 
Ms. Judy Tartaglione 
 Mrs. Vivian  Tavares 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth  Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tisler 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen  Tortolani 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard N.  Tremblay 
Ms. Erin Truman 
Mr. and Mrs.  Robert  Turner 
Mr. and Mrs. James Veglas 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Veglas 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vetromile 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vezina 
Mr. and Mrs. Justin  Viera 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Voccola 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Volpe 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Walker 
Mr. and Mrs.  John Walter 
Dr. and Mrs. Nick  Ward 
Mr. and Mrs. William West 
Ms. Corene White 
Mr. and Mrs. Rian Wilkenson 
Ms. Carrolle Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Zambarano 

Thank you to the following 
individuals for their thoughtful 
donations.

Heather Carbone & Scott Colley
 ~ Carrie Carbone

Richard DeBlois
Anthony Mello
Rose Masciarelli
Kathy Kempenaar Sundin
Samuel Swidley
 ~ Mr. & Mrs. Michael Flanagan

Special thank you to Alex Giannakos for 
his help with the design and update of this 
newsletter.

Thank you to Aly Vetromile, 
Barrington High school sophomore, 
for her help with behind the scenes 
MHFF work.
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Top Ten facts about 2014 Fall Benefit
1. One great event on Friday November 14th at RI Country Club, 

enjoying festive food stations and music by Fat Free Bob.
2. 215 family and friends come together for a special cause to 

create an evening of wonderful energy spurred by hope.
3. 3 rooms of incredible decorations created by Crafters of 

Barrington to illuminate the night and carry the theme of 
Thanks & Giving throughout the space. 

4. Multiple cases of wine generously donated by Mark Gasbarro 
of Gasbarro Wines of Providence. Thank you!

5. Countless Fun Photos from our 14 year old photographers
6. Priceless world premiere of MHFF Video 
7. Most exciting Silent Auction yet due to amazing donors! An 

electric bike, artwork, custom jewelry and gourmet dinners 
are just a sampling!

8. $11,000 raised through Silent Auction and Ra�e
9. $7,300 donated by generous sponsors 
10. $34,000+ raised to further our mission and help patients 

and families. Thank you!!
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The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization
To donate, please visit our website at: www.mikesfoundation.com or contact us at P.O. Box 708, Barrington RI 02806
To inquire about �nancial assistance available through our grant program, please contact your social worker.
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Tufts Medical Center, Boston
Judith Kahn, LICSW Oncology Social Worker
Kenneth Miller, MD
Julie Sherman, RN Nurse Manager
Jaime Zayka, BSN, RN
Danilel Maclellan, BSN, RN
Lindsey Anderson
Scott Neely, Philanthropy Officer, Cancer Center
Patricia Rowe, Director, The Neely House
Mary Fitzgerald, Chaplain
Mark Diethelm
Theresa Fogaren
The Floating Hospital for Children, Boston
Chris Joliffe, LCSW Pediatric Oncology Social Worker
Rhode Island Hospital
James Butera, MD
Susan Garland, LICSW Oncology Social Worker
Courtney McGair, LICSW Onc.SW

Diane Passantino, LICSW Oncology Social Worker
Sarah Abrahamson, RN
    Assistant Clinical Manager Inpatient Oncology
Kenneth Bishop MD PhD
Stephanie Cardarella MD
The Miriam Hospital
William Sikov, MD
Susan Korber, MS RN OCN
Kathy Higginbotham, LICSW Oncology Clinical
    Social Worker
Debbi Jaffe, Chief  Development Officer, Miriam
    Hospital Foundation
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of
    Rhode Island
Sharon Klein Executive Director
Gayle Bagley Patient Access Manager

Christine Griffin, Director
Diane Ballou
Tyler Borges
Nathan Connell, MD
Kirsten Davis
Kathleen Flanagan
Kate Lentz
Elizabeth Lisle
Kathrin Medeiros-Luther
John Meehan
Barry Mello
Laura Ramsden
Elizabeth Vetromile

Honorary Members
Michael L. Flanagan
Katie Larsen
Lara Murphy
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