/‘\,

C OURAGE

Our Story

The Michael H. Fla-
nagan Foundation
was established by
his family in 2002
in memory of this

young man who at
the age of 19 was
diagnosed with leukemia. Many others
continue to fight this terrible disease
on a daily basis. Michael strived to live
his life with courage, integrity and faith
during his three and a half year struggle
with leukemia and two bone marrow
transplants. He received the very best
in medical and nursing care at both the
Miriam Hospital in Rhode Island and the
Tufts Medical Center in Boston.

Bone marrow transplant patients
spend weeks and sometimes months
in isolation while they struggle with
complications and wait for their new
immune system to develop. After wit-
nessing Michael’s time in the hospital,
his family decided to establish this foun-
dation as a way to keep his memory alive
and to support other patients facing the
same difficult journey. It is the mission
of the Foundation to provide comfort to
these patients and their families during
this very challenging time.

The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation
is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.
Find out more at mikesfoundation.com

A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots

spring up and make new trees. The greatest work that kindness does to others is

that it makes them kind themselves.

~ Amelia Earhart

Precious Resources

Dear Friends,

One word spreads throughout this spring
newsletter, resource.
Think of us as a:

Resource of hope when we distribute
money for grants.

Resource of comfort when we create a
Family Room and provide a massage table

Resource of information when we share
ideas with others so that they can too spread
comfort.

Resource of knowledge for children and
teens to understand and cope with difficult
matters.

The definition of RESOURCE is a source
of supply or support that enhances the qual-
ity of human life. As I reflect back on how we
have impacted the lives of others, the theme
of this year has been MHFF as a resource. It
is my hope that we brought not only comfort
but also some joy to those experiencing the
life changing diagnosis of leukemia and po-
tential bone marrow transplant. Today I am
at our second bone marrow donor drive that
we proudly co-sponsor with Providence Col-
lege. A blood drive is also occurring simulta-
neously — two awesome opportunities to give
of yourself where the only cost is your time.
Did you know that a pint of blood can save

up to three lives? Registering to be a donor is
another opportunity to save someone’s life.
Awesome! You too are a resource.

Read inside about our milestones to learn
how your support has made them a reality. I
recently received a FB message from a recipi-
ent of one of our Comfort Bags in Ohio. She
is feeling well and creating her own version
of a comfort bag for a friend facing breast
cancer, inspired by the comfort she received
from MHFF making a difference!

Resources are important
want to run out and thanks to generous and
consistent supporters we have a strong foun-
dation! I hope that those who attended our
10th Anniversary celebration had a wonder-
ful time! I was so happy to see each one of
you there and thank you for coming!

You are an important resource of a very spe-
cial cause.

...we do not

Best,

i

Christine
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Benefit
Sponsors

The Foundation is deeply grateful to our
10th Anniversary Celebration sponsors
whose generosity helps defray the costs
of the evening. The monetary and in-kind
donations received are an integral part
of the evening’s success and we are truly
thankful to those who have been so sup-
portive!

Displays2Go

Foley Fish

Jaffe Orthodontics
Performance Physical Therapy
Gasbarro’s Wines of Providence
Brown Lisle Cummings

Carl Benevides General Contractor, Inc.
Capital Building and Design
Davis & Lentz LLC

Foundry Sports Medicine
Performance Physical Therapy
Meridian Custom Homes

TD Bank

Y,K,S,M Accounting

Avery Smith Insurance

Arris Design

Butterfield Electric

Eveready Electric

Grapes and Grains

Joshua’s Mountain Cabinetry
Smith Family Dental

Lewis Properties

Residential Properties

The Ski House

Weatherly Tile & Stone

Wright Builders
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The Diagnosis

Dr. Nathan Connell, MD reflects on his work and MHFF

The diagnosis of acute leukemia comes as
a shock to most patients. They visit their pri-
mary care physician or go to the local hospi-
tal emergency room feeling fatigued or some-
times with easy bruising. The symptoms may
have been going on for months and they of-
ten attribute it to stress, working late hours,
or old age.

One of the hardest things we do as he-
matologists is to meet a patient for the first
time and, within a few minutes, explain that
we are worried about leukemia. Patients and
their families exhibit a variety of emotions
ranging from anger and denial to grief and
fear. This is compounded when they learn
that the treatment will likely require weeks in
the hospital with uncertainty along the way
as to when fevers and infections may start to
appear.

It is the uncertainty that comes to weigh
the heaviest on many patients. Uncertainty
as to whether the chemotherapy is working,
uncertainty as to how many days are left in
the hospital. Certainly, the financial concerns
weigh heavily on patients, as they have to take

leave from work and find family and friends
to help care for their home and other respon-
sibilities. Often times, patients will not tell
their physician when these issues are on their
mind, preferring to focus on the medical as-
pects, and trying to keep a “positive atticude”
in the face of overwhelming stress.

The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation
works to address these uncertainties and pro-
vide comfort. While making rounds recently,
I walked into a room and saw a Flanagan
Foundation Comfort Bag on the table next
to the patient. The contents of the bag were
spread out on the bed and it brought a smile
to my face to know that a needed distraction
was there when patients needed it the most.
By providing financial grants to those in
need, the Flanagan Foundation helps relieve
the stress of facing a difficult disease.

Nathan T. Connell, M.D. is a Teaching Fellow
in Hematology and Oncology in the Depart-
ment of Medicine at the Alpert Medical School
of Brown University, and an MHFF Board
Member

Recipe for a Comfort Bag

What are the ingredients of a MHFF Comfort Bag?

* Custom made canvas bag

*  Gentle skin wipes

*  Soft kleenex

*  Soft toilet tissue

* Dove unscented soap

*  Chapstick

* Ava Anderson Non Toxic
baby lotion

*  Gel eye mask, can be used cold
or hot

* Journal with pen

* Light read, currently,
A Teaspoon of Courage

* CleanRest sealed pillow and small
blanket

 Playing cards

o DPuzzle

o Stress ball

* Turtle Fur fleece cap

*  Soft, colorful Gecko companion

*  Soft toothbrush

e Calming Tea

*  Queasy Drops hard candy

*  MHFF Brochure

* Bananagrams

*When customized there are often CD players,

toys, i Tunes cards, t-shirts, pj’s movies and other

items added as well.
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Our 10th Anniversary Celebration

LAURA RAMSDEN

On Friday, September 21st, The Michael H. Flanagan Founda-
tion celebrated the 10th anniversary of their fall fundraising event,
a tremendous success by all accounts. Nearly 300 people enjoyed a
memorable night at the Rhode Island Country Club. The evening
featured diverse international food selections offered under the torch
lit moonlight on the terrace overlooking Narragansett Bay. The 10th
anniversary theme was evident throughout as tables glittered with 10s,
including the 10 major accomplishments of the Foundation and Mi-

chael’s Top Ten list, memorializing Michael, the true guest of honor.
Both Dan Maclellan and Kathy Higginbotham were presented Hero
Awards forfor their tremendous work. While much fun was had, the
mission of the night was front and center as an amazing auction of 47
distinct items enticed the crowd to bid generously. Further generos-
ity from a wide array of sponsors, donations of wine from Gasbarro’s
Wines of Providence and donated entertainment by Fat Free Bob
helped keep expenses low and maximized proceeds. The Foundation
raised over $50,000, directly benefitting
patients through grants, comfort bags and
capital expenditures designed to improve
patients’ lives during their hospital stays.
The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation
would like to thank everyone who par-
ticipated in making our 10th Anniversary
Celebration a huge success.



C OURAGE

4 MHF Foundation Newsletter




C OURAGE

I NTEGR

TY F A

I T H

We thank you! Thank you for your generous support. We raised over $50,000 from our 10th Anniversary Benefit and donations throughout the year. This list
includes gifts received and processed between April 1, 2012 and press time. Gifts received after will be included in next year’s listing. Great care has been taken to ensure
accuracy of all names. If an error has been made, please let us know by calling 401-247-7763 or email Christine@mikesfoundation.com and accept our sincere apologies.

Ohsang Kwon & Alice Kang
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Abadi
Aces Physical Therapy

Antone S. Aguiar Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Garret Ames
Maureen Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Angelone
Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. William Antunes
Mr. and Mrs. David Appolonia
Mr. and Mrs. Peter. Arruda

Mr. and Mrs. David Asci

Mr. and Mrs. John Auber

Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Ballou

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Barry
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Barry

Dr. and Mrs. Curt Beckwith
Mr.

ISR
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and Mrs. Greg Beers

Mr. and Mrs. John Berkery
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Bertoncini
Mr. and Mrs. Mars Bishop

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blank IIT
Mary Ellen Blass

Mr. and Mrs. David Boland IIT
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Borges

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Borges

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Bosworth
James Botelho

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Brannon
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Broomhead
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brum
Lorraine Burns

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bushell
Mr. and Mrs. John Butterfield
Jack Cady

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Canner
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Canning
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Cantor
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Capaldo
Carrie Carbone

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Carolan
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Carreiro
Joan Carroll

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Casey
Stephen Casey

Patricia A. Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Gio Cicione

Mr. and Mrs. John Coblentz
Mr. and Mrs. David Coleman
Dr. Nathan Connell

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Connelly
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Connor
Mr. and Msrs. Patrick Conway
Dr. and Mrs. James Conway
Mr. and Mrs. James Coogan
Cindy Correiro

Dr. and Mrs. Peter Cournoyer
Mr. and Msrs. John Curran

Mr. and Mirs. James Curran
CVS Caremark Charity Classic
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Davis
Mrt. and Mrs. Joshua Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Richard DeRienzo
Patrick DeSocio

Mr. and Mrs. William Dessel
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Devine Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph DiMatteo
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Dimeo

Mr. and Mrs. Al DiNapoli

Mr. and Mirs. Darryl Doane
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Doherty

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Dreier

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Duarte
Linda Duarte

Dr. and Mrs. Greg Dubel

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Durkin

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Egan
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Farnham
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Faulkner
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Faxon

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Fay

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fiorillo
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flanagan
Mirs. Cynthia Flanagan

Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Foster
Foundation Performance
Foundry Sports Medicine & Fitness
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Fraze

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Frissell

Mr. and Mrs. John Gaffney
Mr. and Mrs. James Garland

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Gasbarro

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gemma

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gemma
Rev. Richard Gendreau

Mr. and Mirs. Peter Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Goyette
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Grace
Kathy Gramling

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Gregory

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey E Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. John Groetelaars
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Guercia
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Hamblett
Dr. and Mrs. Colin Harrington
Katherine Healy

Trevor Healy

Alexandra Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Healy
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hearn
Mr. and Mrs. David Heimbecker
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Herklotz
Kathy Higginbotham

Mr. and Msrs. Jason Holt

Claire Howard

Mr. and Mrs. John Huard
Larry Iadonisi East Side Martial Arts
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Ide

Peter Jenkins

Tinsley Kampmier

Mr. and Mrs. Judd Katzen

Mr. and Mrs. George Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Tim King

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Kirk
Dr. and Mrs. Andreas Klein

Susan Korber
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Dr. Gary LEuropa

Mr. and Mrs. Bolt Lamotte
Patricia Lang

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Langley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Larsen
Dr. and Mrs. James Leffers
Mr. and Mis. Parish Lentz
Pam and Jeff Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lisle

Dr. and Mrs. Justin Loew

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lombardi
Mr. and Mrs. James Lombardi
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lucy
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Lund
Theodore Luther

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Macaulay
Helen Macdonald

Mr. and Mrs. David Maher

Judy Mahoney

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Mahoney
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Maienza
M. and Mrs. Robert Malloy
Lucia Marcille

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marra
Susan Martell

Mrs. Jane Martellino

Mr. and Mrs. John McAniff Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. McCann
Mr. and Mrs. Dan McConaghy
Dr. and Mrs. Chris McDermott
Susan McFarland

Mr. and Mrs. Todd McGarry
Mr. and Mrs. Kieran Mcglynn
Cathy McGrath

Jane McGrory

Mr. and Mrs. Peter McMahon
Mr. and Mrs. Keith McManus
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. McNamara
Karin Medeiros

Lydia Medeiros

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Medeiros
Mr. and Mrs. John Meehan
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Meikle

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Mello
Kenneth Miller, M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Mogan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Moore
Mr. and Mrs. James Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Mulligan
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Neas

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Nolan

Erin O’Brien & Patrick Donohue
Mr. and Mrs. Peter O’Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Shaun O’Hearn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O’Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Oliver

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Ollerhead
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Orsi
Mr.and Mrs. Nathan Ouellette
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Ouellette
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Ouhrabka
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Parks

Diane Passantino

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Patton

Mr. and Mrs. Dana Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. James Pereira
Performance Physical Therapy
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Perry

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Pfeffer
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Phelps

Mr. and Mrs. David Piccerelli
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Piccerelli
Mr. and Mrs. John Previti

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ramsden
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ramsden
Mr. and Mrs. David Raymo
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Read

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Reed

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Reidy
Mrs. Renee Reilly

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Reposa
Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Rizzuto
Dr. and Mrs. Alex Robertson
Ms. Elizabeth Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. William Roland
Ellen Ronayne

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Roper

Mr. and Mrs. James Roy

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Ruhl
Donna M. Sachs & Gil Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Salem

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Scanlon

Nan Schrag

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Scrivo

Wendy Securo

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Seery

Gunjun Shah

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Shapiro

Dr.and Mrs. William Sikov

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Sinisgalli

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Smith

Dr. Kellie Sprague

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stahly

Dr. and Mrs. Mike Stanchina

Christine M. Stanton &
Dorene Menezes

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Stanzos

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Steckler

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Stratman

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Studley

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Sullivan

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Sundin

Mr. and Mrs. Sam  Swidey

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sylvester

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Syme

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Tansey

Judy Tartaglione

Mrs. Vivian Tavares

Mr. and Mrs. Norm Thomas

Thomas & William Gilbane
Foundation

Mr. and Mirs. Stephen Tortolani

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard N. Tremblay

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Turner

Mr. and Mirs. Robert Vatter

Mr. and Mrs. James Veglas

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Veglas

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vetromile

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vezina

Mr. and Mrs. Justin Viera

Dr. Betty Vohr

Mr. and Mrs. William Wall

Mr. and Mrs. John Walter

Dr. and Mrs. Nick Ward

Mr. and Mrs. William West

Mr. and Mrs. Rian Wilkenson

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Williams

Anthony Ywoskus

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Zambarano

Joe Zeebus
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In Memory

Thank you to the following
individuals for their thoughtful

donations.

In Memory of Heather Brassell
~ Carrie Carbone

In Memory of Stephan Flanagan
~ Mr. & Mrs. Michael

Flanagan

In Memory of Dr. Joan Hughes
~ Ann & Steve Seery

In Memory of Jack McFarland
~ Kelly & Steve Stratman
~ Susan McFarland

In Memory of

Alicia Marcille Foley
~ Mr. & Mrs. Michael

Flanagan

Sient Auction
Donors

Peter Jenkins

The Saltwater’s Edge

Mona Egan

David & Heidi Piccerelli

Rhody Surf, Inc.

Providence College

Martha & Topher Hamblett

Ann Seery, Mave Designs

Coors Brewing Company

Pam Freeman, Ainsley & Chase

Blithewold Mansion, Gardens
& Arboretum

HBO

Gil’s Appliances

New Balance

Alicia’s Tables

Brickyard Spirits

Ray & Beth Studley

Donna Neville Framing

Carolyn & Todd McGarry

Holly & Bud Paras

Pam & Dave Maher

Laura & Peter Ramsden, Foley Fish

Alayne White Spa

Beth Vetromile

Providence Picture Frame

Mike & Kathy Flanagan

Kay Healy

Preppy Pig BBQ

Christine Manory Photography

Vinu Malik, Fuel Belt

Sakonnet Golf Club

Carnegie Abbey Club

Jessica Ricci

Billy’s Restaurant

Barrington Pilates

Toph Daddy

Clare Connelly

Katy West

Laurie Farnham, Stella & Dot

Seiren Hair Studio

Joe Simone

NESN

Roger Williams Park Zoo

Susan Broomhead, Chickabrooms

Nate & Gina Duarte

Laura Cyr, Sea Stars

Tiffany’s Salon

Diane Stratton Ballou

RISD Museum

Jim Bush

Geoffrey & Carolyn Grainger,

Grainger Pottery

Gail & Doug Ollerhead, Somerset

Liquors

Felicia Bishop, Hwang Bishop

Designs

Arts Alive!

Kim Ide, Seaside Towels

Hollies on the Avenue

Dawn Butterfield

Sky Zone

Peacock & Parade

RI Festival of Children’s
Books & Authors

David & Nancy Banner

Audubon Society of RI

Preservation Society of
Newport County

Rocky Silvia’s Karate School
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2012 - 2013 Blessings

These blessings were a direct result of your support. Thank you!

Over 50 Comfort Bags distributed to patients
at Tufts Medical Center, Boston, Rhode Island
Hospital, The Miriam Hospital, Mass General,
Dana Farber and as far away as Ohio and Cali-
fornia. We also customized several Junior Com-
fort Bags for pediatric leukemia patients. Re-
cently added Calming Tea and Queasy Drops
to the contents.

37 Financial grants funded over $17,000 for
assistance to patients and families.

Celebrated our 10th Anniversary with over
300 guests on September 21, 2012 at Rhode
Island Country Club and raised over $50, 000.

Planned our Second Bone Marrow Drive with
Providence College on April 10, 2013. 95 New
Donors are now added to the nationwide regis-
try! Thank you PC!

Delivered Christmas morning presents to
15 patients at Tufts Medical Center who were
spending Christmas week in the BMT unit.
Thank you to the social worker and nurses
working that day for distributing the gifts- a
cozy scarf and gloves to let them know some-
one cared. Also provided 5 Holiday grants to
needy families to assist in making holidays a
lictle brighter.

Visit our Facebook page! Like
us and spread the word. You
Y never know who we can help!

Replenished a rug, toys, games, art supplies
and added some silk plants for the MHFF
Family Room at Tufts Medical Center. Every
family room needs TLC and we like to keep it
as clean, comfortable and welcoming as pos-

sible.

Received a tremendous donation of movies
and series from HBO. With $12,000 worth
of multiple copies of series such as Entourage,
Treme, Curb your Enthusiasm, The Sopranos
and more, patients will have a variety of view-
ing options for some time. Thank you HBO!

Clean Rest and Gary Goldberg donated 100
individually sealed blanket and pillow sets that

we include in our Comfort Bags. Thank you
CleanRest and Gary!

Began using Ava Anderson Non-toxic baby
Lotion in our Comfort Bags. A perfect, safe ad-
dition for patients.

Purchased a Massage Table, Headrest and
Stool for the recently completed Wellness
Room in the Fain Building at Miriam Hospital.
Massage is a tremendous source of comfort for
patients undergoing chemotherapy and trained
Massage and Reiki therapists at Miriam are
thrilled to have this important piece of equip-
ment.

Opened a Family Room on 8A, the oncology
floor, at Rhode Island Hospital. Now families
have a place to be together, hold family meet-
ings with doctors, or simply feel like they are
in a comfortable space while dealing with the
daily and often exhausting challenges that can-
cer presents.

We continued our partnerships with the b pos-
itive project t-shirts and the Just Be You brace-
lets and necklaces as a way to share knowledge
to others about each organization.

FAITH

Give AQl\wk&mb.'v
BE X% THE MATCH'

|} L}
| joined
have you?
BE {3 THE MATCH'

BeTheMatch.org

Supplied materials for the first Kids Group at
Miriam Hospital designed by social worker,
Kathy Higginbotham. The goal is to provide a
small group session once a month for children
ages 5-17 to get a behind the scenes look at
what their loved one is doing when they are at
the hospital. There is an arts and crafts compo-
nent along with refreshments. Kathy also uses
many books, teddy bears and iTunes cards for
transitioning topics with the various age groups.

Welcomed Alex Giannakos as our Technology
Coordinator. He is in the process of website re-

design, Mail Chimp messaging, and any other
tech issues that come our way.

Looking forward to more time with our Bar-
rington High School volunteer, Lily Broom-

head.
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Thanks
for the
Holiday Help

JUDITH KAHN

While the holiday season starting from
Thanksgiving till New Year brings many
occasions for joy and celebration, many of
our Tufts families coping with illness or the
aftermath of bone marrow transplant trans-
plant are additionally stressed at this time.
They have already had to make many adjust-
ments to family life, and the holidays can
be reminders of some unwelcome changes.
In addition to the emotional stress, finances
can be strained by the many extra expenses of
medical care. I am grateful every year for the
gracious help from Mike’s foundation for our
less fortunate families.

The North 8 nurses are so appreciative
that they can nominate the families that
come to their attention to receive generous
gift cards from the Flanagan Foundation that
provide gifts for the kids and food and deco-
rations for the celebrations. Patients who
may not be able to go into crowded shopping
malls and their busy caregivers are grateful
that they can use their cards to do their holi-
day shopping on-line.

In addition to the gift cards that go to pa-
tients at home, the Flanagan Foundation re-
members those who are hospitalized, as well.

Every year Mike’s family drops off beauti-
fully wrapped presents to distribute to those
who cannot be home with their families and
friends. It is festive for those of us who work
the holiday, too, to get to play Santa for the
day and bring some cheer into the hospital
room. Thank you to the Flanagan Founda-
tion for your heartfelt kindness over the holi-
days and all year long !

Judith Kahn, LICSW, OSW-C, is a Clinical
Staff Social Worker at Tufts Medical Center
Hematology/Oncology/BMT

RIH Family Room

SUSAN GARLAND, LICSW AT RIH

FAMILY ROOM
A gift from

THE MICHAEL H. FLANAGAN
FOUNDATION

The Flanagan Family Room located on
the inpatient oncology unit at Rhode Island
Hospital was officially reopened on May 7th,
2013. Thanks to the generosity of the Flanagan
Foundation, this room is now a place of com-
fort, peace and healing for patients and their
families when admitted to the oncology unit.
Game tables, comfortable furniture, resources

and childrens’ activities provide a welcome respite from the often difficult treatments

oncology patients receive while admitted to the unit. Families can meet with the medical

team privately in an uninterrupted setting. The celebration of the Flanagan Family Room

was well attended by representatives throughout the hospital. All of the staff who work

on the oncology unit are espe-
cially grateful for this generous

gift from the Flanagan family to
Rhode Island Hospital.
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The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.



