The Michael H. Flanagan Foundation

Volume Number I Spring 2003
From the desk of Christine Griffin.... NEMC Perspective
Judith Kahn

Since the establishment of the
Foundation ten months ago, we are proud to
announce that more than $25,000 has been
contributed from our generous supporters. Our first
benefit, this past September, was an amazing success
and such a special night. The silent auction raised
nearly $10,000 through a wide variety of items
including a fully outfitted kayak donated by Rian
Wilkinson of Marine Rescue Products, original
artwork by Jim Bush, Boston Bruins box seats, a
golf outing at Carnegie Abbey and a wine and hors
d’oeuvre party at your home to name just a few.
Fabulous food provided by Taste of Curiosity
catering company, two lively bars, and a lovely
selection of cello music added to the night - John
Meehan was kind enough to provide the great sound
system. In addition, special thanks must be extended
to Sandi and Richard Oster and Ed Arsenault for the
torch lit walk to our home, the amazing greenery and
cozy outdoor fire surrounded by adirondacks that
completed the chilly September evening. We owe
sincere thanks to everyone who was able to
participate in the evening. Your response made it
clear to us that establishing the Foundation was
absolutely the right thing to do as a special tribute to
Michael. I know that Michael would have enjoyed the
evening, and with that in mind, the details of
planning fell into place.

On behalf of the Foundation we have
been meeting monthly with the team at the New
England Medical Center (“NEMC”) in Boston to
assess needs and put our resources to work. Several
grants have been distributed under the guidance of
Judith Kahn, the social worker for bone marrow
transplant (“BMT”) patients and families. These
grants have ranged from $150 to $500 and have been
used for a variety of needs ranging from holiday gifts
for the children of a patient to paying utility bills for a
temporarily unemployed patient. It is our goal to
continue to provide aid to cover these unforeseen
costs of cancer. Your contributions are making a
difference in people’s lives!

OCantiniond an Danon o

As social worker for the bone marrow
transplant patients, I am in a unique position to hea
about the non-medical needs that add stress to an
already difficult situation when patients are
hospitalized. Cancer is a very democratic illness thaf
does not choose its subjects according to their resou
and capacity to cope. All the problems that people h
when they receive their diagnosis do not magically
disappear so the patient and family can devote all th
energy to treatment and recovery. For example, if
finances are already tight, all the extra costs, such as
gas, parking, and food for a visiting family member
begin to add up until either critical sacrifices have tc
made to pay bills, or a crisis occurs at home to add t
the turmoil of illness.

One of the first acts of the Foundatio
was to set up a grant program whereby we can reliex
some of the immediate needs that patients and fami
encounter. This holiday season, the first in the
Foundation's existence, I was able to use Michael's {
to provide a family with money to buy seasonal
decorations and gifts that they thought they would I
to forego. In a more critical situation, I called on the
fund to pay most of a month's rent for a family who
gotten behind when their breadwinner needed to tal
some unpaid leave from work to be with his loved o1
the hospital. While these grants are not large relativ
speaking, the difference they made in the lives of tw
families is enormous.

I hope to expand the scope of the gra
program as Michael's foundation grows. The quick
access I have to funds through the board is a unique
invaluable feature of this assistance program. I am
making all caregivers to our patients aware, so that 1
can listen for opportunities to use this assistance. In
keeping with the mission of Michael's Foundation, t
help the grant program affords represents much mo
than money in mental and emotional relief.

JKahn@tufts-nemc.org



Our Mission: To comfort bone marrow
transplant patients during their hospital stay.
Through the Foundation, it is our goal to
enhance the patients’ quality of life
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It is so rewarding to provide assistance, even
something as small as one month of ballet lessons for
the child of a patient so that the family feels a sense of
continuity in their lives.

Over the past several months, we have
also focused our efforts on the creation of “comfort
bags” for patients arriving on the BMT unit at NEMC
for the first time. These gift bags are designed with
needs of the patient in mind and filled with items to
comfort them during their stay. Several companies
have been extremely generous with their contributions
as we began to identify and source items to include in
the bags. Turtle Fur Company in Morrisville, VT
and the Ski House in Somerset, MA donated all of the
hats for the year; Lorden Labs donated eye packs;
the Audubon Society gift shop at the
Environmental Education Center provided a
substantial discount on gifts included in the bags; and
Waldenbooks provided a discount on journals and
books. Approximately twenty items comprise these
bags - so every little bit helps us to preserve resources
to help others down the road.

In addition to the comfort bags, we
initiated a much needed update of the BMT floor’s
video library. Blockbuster Video has provided a
tremendous discount as we have purchased over forty
recent releases to add to the library. In addition, a
pasta dinner was prepared by Katie Flanagan and Lara
and Morgan Murphy and shared with the families at
the NEMC’s Neely House during Thanksgiving week.
The Neely House serves as a temporary home to
families of BMT patients during their hospital stay.

To date, the Foundation has been
prudent in its distributions to benefit NEMC and its
patients. We are presently considering the needs of
the BMT floor - video phones, answering machines,
more comfortable chairs, blanket warmers, exercise
bikes and CD players to name a few. We will continue
to assess the needs of the patients and decide how best
to allocate the Foundation’s resources in order to
achieve its mission. Thank you again for your
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Fall Benefit Auction Item
Contributors

Taste of Curiosity Catering Company
Barrington Printing

New Leaf Salon

Elizabeth Grady Skin Care Salon
Katherine Healy

Newport National Golf Club
Carnegie Abbey

Jim Bush

Foley Fish

Conway Tours

Foxwoods Casino

Southwest Airlines

Louis Flanagan

Providence Children’s Museum
Roger Williams Park Zoo
Newport Preservation Society
Astors’ Beechwood Mansion
Plimouth Plantation

Mystic Seaport

New England Aquarium
Boston Museum of Science
Six Flags Park

Sakonnet Golf Club

Philip and Eileen Griffin
Rhode Island Philharmonic
Newport Playhouse Dinner
Tickles Country Shop

Steve Healy

Tom Healy

The Wine Barn

Steve Flanagan

Marine Rescue Products
Diane Ballou

Providence College

The Baseball Hall of Fame
Overlook Bed and Breakfast, Cooperstown
Boston Bruins/FleetCenter

Ann and Steve Seery

Judith Fitzgerald

Jeanne Leffers

Cowan Plastics
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What is in a “Comfort Bag”?

Phone cards, fleece stocking hats; relaxatio
CD’s; soothing eye packs; a writing journal
a book of affirmations, a lizard or turtle
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Dear Friends,

make a difference.

Kathy and Mike

Yes, the work of Michael’s foundation is underway. We continue to be overwhelmed by
the generosity of so many. During these months of planning and development, we have spoken to
many kind people about our mission. A common Thread in all of our interactions has been a
willingness to support our work, a spirit of generosity, and a story of “someone they knew” who has
traveled the journey. Each experience and each story affirms our belief that the Foundation can

As Christine wrote, the evening of the benefit was “magical”. Just as important as your
incredible generosity was the gift of your presence. And for those who were unable to attend, we
know you were there in spirit. You each supported us during Michael’s long struggle, and your
participation in the foundation continues to sustain us. Please know that your generosity is only part
of the equation. Most important is the gift of you and your belief in our work.

2002 — 2003 Donor Summary

Thank You!

Hon. and Mrs. Antone Aguiar, Jr.
Mr. Josh Allain

Mr. and Mrs. John Anderson
Mr. Jeff Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. William Antunes
Mr. and Mrs. David Appolonia
Mrs. Elsa Baggs

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Bagnall

Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Ballou

Mr. Roopom Banerjee

Ms. Rosemary Barbo

Mr. and Mrs. John Berkery

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bettencourt
Ms. Amy Bidne

Mr. and Mrs. Mars Bishop

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blank
Ms. Mary Ellen Blass

Mr. and Mrs. David Boland

Mr. Tyler Borges

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bosworth
Mr. Ted Boudria

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Brannon
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bushell
Mr.& Mrs. Michael Bushell

Mr. and Mrs. David Bushell

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Maria
Bushell

Ms. Nancy Cabral
Mc THana M (Camacrhn

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Canning
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Capaldo
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Carolan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Carreiro
Mr. Thomas Casey

Ms. Carolyn Casey

Mr. David Casten

Ms. Sarah Casten

Mr. Gary Castro

Ms. Patricia Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Charron
Ms. Rebecca Cobb

Mr. and Mrs. John Coblentz
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Conway

Dr. Philip Cote

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cote

Mr. and Mrs. William Courville Mr.
and Mrs. Kevin Crowell

Ms. Mary Curran

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dale

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Davis, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Davis
Danielle DeGennaro-Labbe & Roland
G. Labbe

Ms. Alzira M. DeMattos

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Demoranville
Mr & Mre Richard DaRien7n

Mr. and Mrs. Al DiNapoli
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Doane
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dolan
Mr. Nathan Duarte

Ms. Louise Dussault

Ms. Judith Eddy

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Edwa;
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fiorillo,
Mr. and Mrs. John Fitzgeral
Monsignor Jack Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flana;
Mr. Louis Flanagan
Amanda Gagnon

Mr. Michael Gauthier

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gemma
Mr. Joseph Gemma

Father Richard Gendreau
Mr. William Gilbane, 111
Mr. James Gilroy

Mr. and Mrs. James & Joam
Gilroy

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Gladue
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gordor
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Grace
Mr. John Gregory

Mrs. Amy Gunther-Gribbel
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Griffin
Mr and Mre Qtanhan (Amff,
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hampton
Ms. Suzanne Hayes

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Healy

Mrs. Katherine Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Healy

Mr. and Mrs. John Held

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Herklotz

Mr. Peter Herne & Ms. Ann Gillespie

Ms. Gayle Hickey

Ms. Kathy Higginbotham
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hodge

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Horne
Mrs. Claire Howard

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Hume
Ms. Vanessa Johnson

Mr. Seth Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Johnson
Ms. Judith Kahn NEMC #542
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kazmier
Mr. and Mrs. George Kelly
Michael, Ann M. Keshura &
Christine M. Keshura

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Kunkle
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Kunzmann
Ms. Margaret A. Lancashire
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Leary
Dr. and Mrs. James Leffers
Mr. and Mrs. Parish Lentz
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lewis
Ms. Meghan G. Lister

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lombardi
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lucca
Mr. and Mrs. John Lund

Mr. Brendan Lund

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Machtley
Father Jay Maddock

Mr. and Mrs. John Majkut

Ms. Carol Mailloux and UMD Nursing

Mrs. Lucia Marcille

Mr. & Mrs. John Martellino

Mrs. Alice Martellino

Rev. and Mrs. Paul Martz

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Mayhew

Ms. Christine McAniff

Patricia McCabe & William Roland
Mr. and Mrs. Brian McCann

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mcgiveny Mr.

Patrick McKenna

Mr. and Mrs. Peter McMahon
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis McNamara
Ms. Elsie E. McNeill

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Medeiros
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Medeiros
Mr. and Mrs. John Meehan

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meikle
Mr. Barry Mello

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Mello

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mignacca
Mrs. Theresa Millerick

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mollicone III
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Mulligan
Ms. Marion B. Munch

Mr. and Mrs. Gaetano Murgo
Mr. Rod Murphey

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy
Hon. And Mrs. Gilbert Nadeau
Ms. Holly Neville

Mr. Steve Norman

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O'Brien

Mr. Howard O'Hare

Ms. Sarah Opila Talbots

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Oster
Mr. Nathan Ouellette

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Ouellette
Mr. Robert Pacheco

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Parker
Mr. Lawrence Paulhus

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pomprowicz
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ramsden
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Reidy

Mr. Christopher Reposa

Mr. Chuck Rodriques

Elizabeth Rogers & Mom

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Roper
Ms. Claire Rostler

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Russell
Ms. Donna Sachs

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Salem

Sister Virginia Sampson

Mr. and Mrs. John Santos

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Santos
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Scala

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Schragg

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Seery
Ms. Sharon Seible

Ms. Cathy Shockro

Ms. Priscilla Shuman

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Silveira
Ms. Virginia Simpson

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Smith
Ms. Helen Soares

Denise and J.C. St. Onge

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stahly
Ms. Christine Stanton

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Stanzos

Mr. John Stanzos

Dr. Jeffrey Syme

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Taber

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Tavares
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Tortolani
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Tremblay
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Alec Vezina

Mr. Justin Viera

Ms. Sharon Viera

Mr. and Mrs. David Viveiros
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Volpe
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Warburg
Mr. Josh Warren

Mr. & Mrs. R. Warren

Ms. Gaye Weatherly

Mr. Joseph White

Mr. & Mrs. Rian Wilkenson
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wynn
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Zambarano

A special thanks to...

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Kunzmann and
entire Rascati family for their
Thanksgiving contribution;

Heather and Jim Brassell who mac
a contribution to the Foundation 1
lieu of favors at their wedding.
Heather was a BMT patient a few
doors down from Michael and
became a dear friend;

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Casey and fami
who made donations as part of the
Christmas gifts; and
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